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A rush to save pieces of Texas
bistory soaked during freeze

Kirk Sides photos / Staff photographer

San Jacinto Museum of History curator Lisa Struthers says this collar, used on a camel that the U.S. Army brought to
Texas in the 1850s, is among unique artifacts that were soaked when a pipe broke at the museum during the recent

winter storm.

By Yvette Orozco
STAFF WRITER

Two days into the February
‘winter storm, lines and lines of
soggy antique paper currency
lay across tables set up in the
ground-floor lobby of the San
Jacinto Museum of History in
La Porte.

The tables were part of a
makeshift “triage” area set up
by museum staff and members
of the Texas Historical Com-
mission, in an emergency at-
tempt to salvage thousands of
artifacts that had been stored
in one of the museum’s base-
ments when ruptured pipes
sent torrents of water in from
the second floor.

‘The water had seeped down
walls of the elevator lobby and
into the basement, which was
a curatorial space for numer-
ous historical pieces, includ-
ing thousands of sheets of cur-
rency dating to the 17% century
that had been stored in plastic
sleeves.

‘What to save first?

When she got the call from
interim museum director Da-
vid Avilaabout the water in the

Groups rally after burst pipes flood
basement at Battleground museum

s

painting at the museum.

she was in crisis mode.
Struthers, director of the
museum’s Albert and Ethel
Herzstein Library, was so fo-
cused on the step-by-step re-
covery process playing in her
mind she didn't have time to

‘Water marks from a leak are visible on a 19th century

loss of the artifacts might
mean,

“I have done a little emer-
gency training for this kind of
scenario, and 1 was mentally
prioritizing what to rescue
first,” she said. “When I heard

‘was thinking: what is low to
the ground? What is likely to
be wet? What do we have that
is irreplaceable and truly
‘unique that is in the water?”

Other artifacts stored in the
basement included more pa-
per documents, metal-based
‘weaponry, abust of Sam Hous-
ton and one-of-a-kind pieces
like a leather collar worn by
the lead camel of a herd
brought to Texas by the U.S.
Army in the 1850s.

“At this point, we just want-
ed to get (the artifacts) out of
harm’s way before it became
worse than it already was,”
said Avila.

Using pumps provided by
the Battleship Texas Founda-
tion, the group was able to re-
move roughly 6 inches of wa-
ter from the basement.

Delicate, painstaking
work

The recovery effort was a
delicate operation, Avila said.

“We didn't want to create
splash hazard on the artifacts
and cause more damage that
had already occurred,” he
said.

In addition, five paintings in

SmartPod
expands
healthcare
access in
region

Pasadena-based facility
offers free COVID testing,
expected to add services

By Yvette Orozco
STAFF WRITER

When Baylor College of Medicine was
developing the concept of a mobile health-
care unit made of aluminum, it was fo-
cused on the 204 Ebola outbreak in Africa,

Through a partnership with Harris
County Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian
Garcia, one of the compact SmartPod
str now has been deployed closer to
home in Pasadena, where it provides free
COVID 19 testing and is planned to eventu-
ally provide services related to the corona-
virus pandemic and a range of primary
care needs.

Unveiled in February at East Harris
County Activity Center, 7340 Spencer
Highway. Services are expected to broaden
to include participation in the vaccine roll-
out and treatment for other illnesses, said
Amanda Hollenbaugh, administrator for
Baylor Global Health, an administrative di-
vision over BCM’s international programs
and initiatives related to health. The Pasa-
dena facility is intended to make the Smart-
Pod accessible to medically underserved
residents in the Pasadena, Deer Park and
La Porte communities.

SmartPods, which can be folded up in
minutes to transport where needed, in-
clude an isolation clinic, a regular clinic
space, pharmacy and biosafety laborato-
ries..

Precinct 2 is spending $2.9 million in
county funding on the SmartPod units in
Pasadena and Aldine. The money covers
costs for design, construction, transport,
medical equipment and medical services.
The federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (CARES) is expect-
ed to reimburse the money.

‘The Aldine unit at at Northeast Commu-
nity Center opened in the fall.

The idea to bring the the NASA-engi-
neered SmartPod to Harris County origi-
nated long before the coronavirus, Garcia
said, asa tool to close the gaps in access to
quality health care service.

“This conversation started before the
pandemic, (COVID) wasn’t the catalyst,” he
said.

Referring to the Texas Medical Center in
Houston, he said, “For the most part, many
people in these communities don’t realize,
and quite frankly don’t care, that we have
the worldwide epicenter of medicine in
our backyard because they can’t access it.”
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Parts of Precinct 2 have
been cited as among the
most at-risk communities
during the pandemic, and
the region has continually
ranked as having one of the
highest mortality rates and
incidences of cancer in the
Houston area. Lack of ex-
pansive public transporta-
tion is another factor inlack
of access, Garcia said.

“Families work hard
keep roofs over their head,
and so to have this partner-
ship (with Baylor College of
Medicine), and for them to
extend to a

(the region) became a
health desert,” Hollen-
baugh said. “The clinics
that are here (in Precinct 2)
are not easy to get to for a
lot of the community.”

Initially designed to re-
spond to the Ebola crisis in
‘West Africa, the SmartPod
has been modified to serve
in different capacities.

For COVID, Baylor Global
Health had to switched
gears, shapeshifting the
original design to accom-
modate different sets of
needs, said Elena Petrova,
BCM’s assistant director of
technology development.

That meant developing
isolation units for COVID

medically underserved
area is what I've been striv-
ing for,” he said. Garcia’s re-
lationship with BCM began
when he wanted to address
health-care access prob-
lems in the aftermath of

SmartPods were always
intended to respond to pri-
mary healthcare needs, in-
cluding routine vaccina-
tions, women’s health and
treatment for infectious
diseases. The Pasadena fa-

Hurricane Harvey in 2017,
fing to Holl 1

cility’s proximity to the re-
gion’s hemical in-

“When Harvey hit, and
Precinct 2 was heavily im-
pacted, there were a lot of
clinics that shut down, and

dustry isn’t random.

The SmartPods are
equipped to respond to in-
dustrial and natural disas-

ters, Hollenbaugh said.

“One of the reasons (for
the location) is to be close
to the refineries,” she said.
“The SmartPod is not just
for COVID. Its flexible
enough to become a gener-
al clinic and to be deployed
in disasters. If here is a di-
saster in one of the refiner-
ies, this unit can be packed
up and moved.”

Garcia likens the Smart-
Pod to a version of a MASH
unit, a mobile facility pre-
pared to uproot at any giv-
en time.

“As Baylor Global Health,
we're used to deploying
pods globally, and focusing
outside of the U.S.,” Hollen-
baugh said. “Now we're
very focused locally in our
‘hometown (Houston) to im-
pact our neighbors.” While
the disparities in access
‘were always there, the pan-
demic crisis made them
more visible, Garcia said.
“It just highlights the fact
that medically underserved
community are most vul-
nerable,” he said.

yorozeo@hcnonline.com

HE TRUSTED NEIGHBORHOOD PLUMBER

“Don"t Cust
Cell us™

* Drain Cleaning

* Residential/Commercial Repairs
* Whole House Re-pipes

» Sinks, Faucets, Tubs & Showers

LANCO PLUMBING INC.

281-337-3703 « 281-332-3299

Any service of $200 or more
Lanco Plumbing
281-337-3703 - 281-332-3299
Terms & Condtans may appy.

e aner

Google

REVIEWS (4.9)

www.lancoplumbinginc.com 1|

SAME DAY

SERVICE

Any service.
Lanco Plumbing
281-337-3703 - 281-332-3299

Terms & Conditions
Must mention this offer when scheduling.
Expi 3

may appiy.

|

Mortgage

Providing Comfort
and Convenience

Finance Your New Home,
Pre-Owned Home or Refinance
Your Existing Home Today!

Visit our Southeast Branch!

8507 S Sam Houston Pkwy E,
Houston, TX 77075

If you live, work, worship, or attend school in Houston,
you may qualify for membership.

< SCAN HERE TO CHECK MORTGAGE
RATES OR TO APPLY ONLINE TODAY!

HFCU,

HoustonFCU.org

twww.houstonfi

o or g

'Houston Federal
Credit Union

Pasadena Citizen | Wednesday, March 24, 2021 | A5

What'’s so great
about having a
GEICO Local Agent?

®

Personalized
service

% g

Discounts &
other ways
to save

Q

Available over
the phone

You could save
$500 or more
close to home

Dave Nelson
Your GEICO Local Agent

12661 West Lake
Houston Parkway,
Houston
geico.com/Houston-east
281-925-6733

GEICD. LOoCALOFFICE

Kaneka North America

LLC, a chemical
products and nutritional
supplement manufacturer
located in Pasadena, TX,
is pleased to announce
the appointment of

Mr. Steven Kahara as its
President. Mr. Kahara
has been with Kaneka
for over 25 years, and
we look forward to him
leading our company
into an innovative and
successful future that
ensures our products
improve the world in
which we live. Kaneka
North America LLC is

a subsidiary of Kaneka
Corporation (Tokyo,
Japan) which is a $5
billion producer of
chemical products
including resins,
pharmaceutical
intermediaries, food
supplements, synthetic
fibers, and fine
chemicals.

The Kaneka Foundation

is pleased to announce
the appointment of

Mr. Alvin Proctor as its
President. Mr. Proctor is
also the Vice President
of Human Resources

for Kaneka Americas
Holding, Inc. and has
been with Kaneka for
over 30 years. We look
forward to Mr. Proctor
advancing the Kaneka
Foundation’s vision

of being a source of
inspiration and pride
for Kaneka employees,
and having our outreach
be a positive impact on
the lives of millions of
people around the world.

Kaneka North America LLC




